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MARRIAGE CEREMONIES. 27

habited like a canephora in the sacred processions.'
Customs in spirit exactly similar still survive among
the primitive mountaineers of Wales, where the new-
ly-married couple, in the middle and lower ranks of
life, have their houses completely furnished by the
free-will offerings, not only of their parents but of
their friends. It is, however, incumbent on the re-
cipients to make proof in their turn of equal gene-
rosity when any member of the donor’s family ven-
tures on the hazards of housekeeping.

1 Etymol. Mag. 854. 1. sqq. Suid. v. éxavA{a, t. i. p. 964, e.sqq.


































































MARRIED WOMEN. 49

of the man she loved.! Other anecdotes might be
added equally honourable to their feelings and fide-
lity, but these will sufficiently illustrate their cha-
racter and the estimation in which they were gene-
rally held.

1 Plut. Aleib. § 39.
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CHAPTER V.
TOILETTE, DRESS, AND ORNAMENTS.

Having now described the condition and influ-
ence of women, it will be necessary to institute
gsome inquiry into one of the principal means by
which they achieved and maintained their empire.
At first sight, perhaps, the disquisition may appear
scarcely to deserve all the pains I have bestowed
upon it; but, as the dress of the ancients is con-
nected on the one hand with the progress of the
useful arts, as spinning, weaving, dyeing, &c., and
on the other with the forms and developement of
sculpture, it can scarcely, when well considered, be
reckoned among matters of trifling moment. Be-
sides, the costume and ornaments of a people often
afford important aid towards comprehending the na-
tional character, constituting, in fact, a sort of prac-
tical commentary on the mental habits, and tone
and principles of morals, prevailing at any given
period among them. '

The raiment of the Grecian women, of which the
public generally obtain some idea from the remain-
ing monuments of ancient art, may be said to have
been regulated by the same laws of taste which
presided over the developement of the national ge-
nius in sculpture and painting. Every article of
their habiliment appeared to harmonise exactly with
the rest. Nothing of that grotesque extravagance
which in some of the fleeting vagaries of fashion
transforms our modern ladies, with their inflated
balloon sleeves and painfully deformed waists, into
so many whalebone and muslin hobgoblins, was
ever allowed to disfigure the rich contour of a










































































































































96 PRIVATE DWELLINGS.

diminish the weight of bricks, straw was introduced
into them in Syria and Egypt, which was altogether
consumed in the baking. In roofing such of their
houses as were not terraced they employed slates,
tiles, and reed-thatch.! Possibly, also, the wealthy
may have tiled their houses with those elegant
thin flakes of marble, with which the roofs of tem-
ples were occasionally covered.

1 Poll. x. 170. Luc. Contemplant. § 6. Schol. Aristoph.
Nub. 174.








































































































































































































































































































































































216 ESTERTAISMESTS

prefers, on this account, before all mations of Iomic
race. Like eversthing good also it comes from the
East. The earliest mention of the riddle occurs in
the book of Judges where Samson, during his
marriage-feast at Timnath. perplexes his guests with
the following riddle :

“Out of the eater came forth meat, and cut of the strong came
forth sweetness ; ”

To which they, being instructed by his wife, re-
plied :

“What is sweeter than honey? and what is stronger than a
lion?”

The word griphos, in its original acceptation, sig-
nified a fishing-net, and hence by translation was
employed to describe a captious or cunningly con-
trived question, in which the wits of people were
entangled.® As the ancients delighted in this sort
of intellectual trifling they were at the pains to be
very methodical about it, dividing the riddle into
several kinds, which Clearchos of Soli® made the
subject of a separate work. This writer, a sort of
Greek D’lIsraeli, defines the griphos to mean “a
“ sportive problem proposed for solution on condi-
“tion, that the discovery of the sense should be
“attended by a reward, and failure with punish-
“ment.” His description of the seven classes could
scarccly be rendered intelligible, and certainly not
interesting to the modern reader. It will be more
to the purpose to introduce two or three specimens,
prefacing them by a few remarks.

It has been above observed, that philosophical
truths were often wrapped up in these sportive pro-

1 Chap. xiv, vv. 14.18. Chy- 2 Pollux. vi. 108.  Scalig.
treeus, in his note on this passage, Poet. iii. 84.
has several excellent and learned
remarks on the subject. Vid, 3 Schol. Aristoph. Vesp. 20.
Sebor, ud Poll. t. v, p. 141, Athen. x. 69.






218 ENTERTAINMENTS.
The following from Eubulos is not amiss :

A. What is it that, while young, is plump and heavy,
But, being full grown, is light, and wingless mounts
Upon the courier winds, and foils the sight ?

B. The THisTLE's BEARD ; for this at first sticks fast
To the green seed, which, ripe and dry, falls off
Upon the cradling breeze, or, upwards puffed
By playful urchins, sails along the air.

Antiphanes, in his Sappho, introduces a very in-
genious riddle, partly for the purpose of offering a
sarcastic explanation directed against the orators:

There is & female which within her bosom

Carries her young, that, mute, in fact, yet speak,
And make their voice heard on the howling waves,
Or wildest continent. They will converse

Even with the absent, and inform the deaf.!

The poet introduces the “ Lesbian maid,” explain-
ing the riddle, and this passage of the Athenian
comic’ writer may be regarded as the original of
those fine lines in Ovid, which Pope has so ele-
gantly translated :

Heaven first taught LETTERS for some wretch’s aid,
Some banish'd lover, or some captive maid,

They live, they speak, they breathe what love inspires,
Warm from the soul, and faithful to its fires,

The virgin’s wish without her fears impart,

Excuse the blush and pour out all the heart,

Speed the soft intercourse from soul to soul,

And waft a sigh from Indus to the pole.

By this time, however, the reader will probably
be of opinion, that we have lingered long enough
about the dinner-table and its attendant pastimes.
We shall therefore - hasten the departure of the
guests, who after burning the tongues of the ani-
mals that had been sacrificed, to intimate that what-
ever had been uttered was to be kept secret, offered

t Athen. x. 78.
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CHAPTER VII.

THE THEATRE.

It is far from being my purpose to repeat the
information which may be obtained from a hundred
authors on the rise and progress of scenic represen-
tation in Greece. I shall, on the contrary, confine
myself chiefly to those parts of the subject which
others have either altogether neglected, or treated
in a concise and unsatisfactory manner. It would,
nevertheless, be beside my purpose to attempt the
clearing up of all such difficulties as occur in the
accounts transmitted to us of the Hellenic drama;
and, in fact, notwithstanding the laborious investi-
gations into which I have been compelled to enter,
I feel that there are many points upon. which I can
throw no new light, and which appear likely for
ever to baffle the ingenuity of architects and
scholars. ,

Dionysos, being a deity connected with agricul-
ture, his worship naturally took its rise, and for a
long time prevailed chiefly, in the country. His
festivals were celebrated with merriment ; and, the
power of mimicry being natural to man, the rustics,
when congregated to set forth the praise of their
tutelar god, easily glided into the enactment of a
farcical show. And dramatic exhibitions at the
outset were little superior to the feats of Punch,
though, so great was their suitableness to the na-
tional character, that, in the course of time, every
town of note had its own theatre, as it had of old
its own dithyrambic bard;' and dramatic writers were

1 Schol. Aristoph. Av. 1404.




















































































CHAPTER VIII.
THEATRE (continued).

INTO the various questions which have been raised
respecting the origin and constitution of the chorus
it is not my intention to enter. It undoubtedly ap-
pears, however, to have arisen amid the festivities
of the vintage, when, after the grapes were brought
home and pressed and the principal labours of the
season concluded,' the rustics delivered themselves
"up to wild joy and merriment, chanting hymns and
performing dances in honour of Dionysos, the pro-
tecting god of the vine. At first the number of
the persons engaged in these dances could not have
been fixed, since it is probable that all the vinta-
gers, both male and female, joined in the sports,
as they had previously joined in the labour. And
this free and unformal character the Dithyrambic or
Dionysiac chorus must have preserved, as long as it
remained a mere village pastime. But when after-
wards, advancing from one step to another, it assumed
something of an artificial form and several chorusses
arose which contended with each other for a prize,
the performers must have undergone some kind of
training,* both in singing and dancing, and then
the number of the individuals constituting the cho-
rus was possibly fixed. There appears to be some
reason for thinking, that these exhibitions were more
ancient than the congregation of the Athenians in
one city, and that originally every tribe had its own

1 Cf. Ficorini, Degli Masch. attached to the training of the
Scen. p. 135. chorus, see the substance of an
2 On the importance afterwards  inscription in Chandler, ii. 72.
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milk-white pelisse was exchanged for one quince-
coloured or blue, while the purple train was con-
verted into black. The costume of the kings,' like-
wise varied by circumstances, consisted usually of
an ample robe of purple, or scarlet, or dark green,
descending to the feet, a rich cloak of cloth of
gold, or of some delicate colour, adorned with gold
embroidery, and a lofty mitre on the head.* When
any of these characters, as Tydeus or Meleager, was
engaged in hunting or war, he wore the scarlet or
purple mantle called Ephaptis,® which in action was
wrapped about the left arm. Athenseus, in describ-
ing the horsemen of Antiochos, observes, that these
Ephaptides * were embroidered with gold and adorned
with the figures of animals. Bacchanals and sooth-
sayers, like Teiresias, generally appeared upon the
stage in an extraordinary garment, denominated
Agrenon,” formed of a reticular fabric of wool of
various colours. Dionysos himself, in whose ho-
nour the theatre with all its shows was created,
descended from Olympos in a saffron-coloured robe
compressed below the bosom by a broad flowered
belt, and bearing a thyrsus in his hand.” This girdle,

THE THEATRE.

in the case of other gods,

1 On voit parmi les plus belles
peintures d’Herculaneum un de
ces premiers acteurs, ou protago-
nistes, avec une large ceinture de
couleur d’or, une sceptre dans une
main, et I'épée au c6té.— Winkel-
mann. Monum. Ined. t. iii. p. 84.
Pitt. Ercol. i. 4. i. 41.—Plutarch
observes, that, together with their
royal garments, actors assumed
the very strut of kings.—Vit.
Demet. § 18.— Demetrius more-
over, is said to have resembled a
tragic actor, because he went clad
in cloth of purple and gold, and
wore sandals of purple and gold
tissue. § 41.

¢ Aristoph. Av. 512, et Schol.

or heroes, was sometimes

Nub. 70. Poll. iv. 115. Suid.
V. Evoric. t. ii. p. 264. e—~The
actor who personated Heracles
made his appearance with club
t§md lion’s skin.—Luc. de Saltat.

27.

3 Poll. iv. 116, 117. Aristoph.
Nub. 71, et Schol. Lysist. 1189.

4 Deipnosoph. v. 22.

5Poll. iv. 117. Hesych. v.
dypnvov.

6 Poll. iv. 118.

7 It behoved the actors, how-
ever, to take care of their gold and
jewels, since it would appear that
thieves found their way even to
the stage. — Aristoph. Acharn.
258.
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cessarily the case in the part of the poet Thamyris,’
who, like our own Chatterton, had eyes of different
colours, one blue, the other black, which, as Aris-
totle informs us, was common among the horses of
Greece.

The time of acting, as is well-known, was du-
ring the Dionysiac and Lenazan festivals, in the
spring and autumn® The theatres being national es-
tablishments, in the proper sense of the word, were
therefore open, free of expense, to all the citizens,
who were not called together as with us by play-
bills,’ but for the most part knew nothing of what
they were going to see till they were seated in the
theatre, and the herald* commanded the chorus of
such and such a poet to advance. Previously to the
commencement of the performance the theatre was
purified by the sacrifice of a young hog, the blood
of which was sprinkled on the earth.’

THE THEATRE.

1 Poll.iv. 141. Dubos, Reflex.  bill, Monum. Ined. iii. p. 86,

Crit. sur la Poes. et sur la Peint.
i. 608.
¢ Schol. Aristoph. Eq. 545.
Acharn. 336. Cf Dem. cont.
Mid. § 4, et annot.  Plut. Vit.
x. Rhet. Lycurg.
. 3 Winkelmann, however, sup-
poses they had a kind of play-

founding his opinion upon a mis-
interpretation of Pollux, iv. 181.

4 Aristoph. Acharn. 10, sqq.

5 Sch. Aschin. Tim. p. 17.
Orator. Att. t. xiii. p. 377. Va-
les. ad Harpoc. 99, 296. Suid.
V. xaBdpaov, t. i. p. 1346. a. Poll.
viii. 104.












272 THE VILLA AND

back-front, generally in the East the principal, opened
upon the garden or orchard. .

Much pains was usually taken in selecting the site
of a farmhouse,' though opinions of course varied
according to the peculiar range of experience on
which they were based. In general sauch positions
were considered most favourable as neighboured the
sea, or occupied the summits or the slopes of moun-
tains,’ more especially if looking towards the north.®
The vicinity of swamps and marshes, and as much
as possible of rivers, was avoided, together with
coombs, or hollow valleys, and declivities facing the
south or the setting sun. If necessitated by the
nature of the ground to build near the banks of a
stream, the front of the dwelling was carefully turned
away from it, inasmuch as its waters communicated
an additional rigour to the winds in winter, and in
summer filled the atmosphere with unwholesome
vapours. The favourite exposure was towards the
east whence the most salubrious breezes were sup-
posed to blow, while the cheerful beams of the sun,
as soon as they streamed above the horizon, dissi-
pated the dank fogs and murkiness of the air. Not-
withstanding the warmth of the climate, moreover,
they loved such situations as were all day long illu-
minated by the sun, whilst every care was taken
to fence out the sirocco, a moist and pestilential
wind, blowing across the Mediterranean from the
deserts of Africa. In Italy, nevertheless, the far-
mer often selected for the site of his mansion the
southern roots of mountains, further defended from
Alpine blasts by a sweep of lofty woods.

According to the fashion prevailing in antiquity,

1 Geop. ii. 8. Cf. Vitruv. i. 4.
2 Petatur igitur aer calore et
frigore temperatus, quem fere me-

pluviis omni tempore anni sevit.
Columell. De Re Rust. i. 4.

dius obtinet collis, quod neque
depressus hieme pruinis torpet,
aut torret sstute vaporibus, neque
elatus in summa montium per-
exiguis ventorum motibus, aut

3 The same opinion is held by
Hippocrates, De Morbo Sacro. cap.
7. p. 308, ed. Foes. 'O Bopénc
Yywewdrarog dore rav dvipwr.
Cf. Plin. ii. 48. Varro. i. 12.




















































































300 THE VILLA AND THE FARMYARD.

several times during the year, and was collected
by spreading skins under the trees, and shaking
into them the liquid honey from the leaves; they
then filled therewith numerous vessels, in which it
was preserved for use. On these occasions, the
peasants used to exclaim, “ Zeus has been raining
honey!”


































































































































































































































































386 THE VARIOUS PROCESSES

regain their strength by lying for a time idle;' and
it seems to have been as much their custom as it
is still of their descendants,® for the poor, at least,
to roam over these fallow grounds, collecting nettles,®
mallows, the sow-thistle or jagged lettuce,* dande-
lions, sea-purslain, stoches, hartwort, briony sprouts,
gentle-rocket, usually found in the environs of towns,
and about the courts of houses, gardens, and ruins,
with other wild herbs for salads, or to be eaten as
vegetables.

The rules observed in sowing were numerous, and,
in many instances, not a little curious. As a matter
of course, they were careful to adapt the grain to
the soil :* thus rich plains were appropriated to wheat,
and in the intervals cropped with vegetables; mid-
dling grounds to barley;® while poor and hungry
spots were given up to lentils, vetches, lupins, and
such other pulse as were cultivated on a large scale.
Beans and peas, however, were supposed to thrive
best in fat and level lands. The principal sowing-
time’ was in autumn; for, as soon as the equi-

1 Xenoph. (Econom. xvi. 13,

6 A fine kind of barley was
seq. Cf. Schulz. Antiquitat

cultivated on the plain of Mara-

Rustic. § 7.

2 Sibthorpe, in Walp. Mem. v

i p. 144,

3 Sch. Aristoph. Eq. 420. He-
siod alludes to this diet where he
celebrates the inferiority of the
half to the whole :—

Nfixwot, obde ioaow Sop whéoy
fiutov wavrdg,
00’ boov év pa)\uxy e xai do-

¢o¢?e}\6v pey’ Svewap.
pp-. et Dies, 40, seq.

Cf. on the proverb in the first
verse, Diog. Laert. i. 4. 2. Ari-
stot. Ethic. Nicom. i. 7. Ovid.
Fast. v. 718. )

4 Theoph. Hist. Plant. vi. 4.
8.

5 Geop. ii. 12.

thon, which obtained the name
of Achillean, on account, as Dr.
Chandler conjectures, of its tall-
ness. ii. 184. Attica, in fact,
produced the best barley known
to the ancients. Theoph. Hist.
Plant. viii. 8. 2.

7 Geop. ii. 14- — Eruadv )
perowwpwoc Xpovoc e)\Gg, xdrrec
mov oi UvBpwmou mpog TOv Seor
aroé’ktrow'w, mrért ﬂpeﬁac ™y
viiv doficer atrove oxeipeiv. Xen-
oph. (Econom. xvii. 2,  There
was a second sowing-tifhe in the
spring, and a third in summer
for millet and sesame. Theoph
Hist. Plant. viii. 1. 2, 8qq. In
Phocis, and other cold parts of
Greece, they sowed early, that
the corn might be strong before






388 THE VARIOUS PROCESSES

tive value of different qualities of grain' they took
a sample of each, and sowed the whole in separate
patches of the same bed, a little before the rising
of the Dog-star. If the produce of any of these
samples withered, through the influence they sup-
posed of Syrius, the wheat which it represented was
rejected. As corn when committed to the earth is
exposed to numerous enemies, they had recourse to
a variety of contrivances for its preservation : to
protect it from birds, mice, and ants,® they steeped
it in the juice of houseleeks, or mixed it with helle-
bore and cypress leaves, and scattered it out of a
circle, or sprinkled it with water into which river
crabs had been thrown for eight days, or with pow-
dered hartshorn or ivory. Not satisfied with these
precautions, they had likewise recourse to scare-
crows,” fixing up long reeds here and there in the
fields, with dead birds suspended to them by the
feet. This long list of contrivances they closed by
a spell: taking a live toad, they carried it round
the field by night, after which they shut it up care-
fully in a jar, which they buried in the middle of
the grounds.

When the corn began to spring up it was dili-
gently weeded* a first and a second time. They
would not trust entirely, however, to the industry of
their hands, but called in to their aid certain charac-
teristic enchantments, some two or three of which
may be worth describing. First, to subdue the
growth of choke-weed they planted sprigs of rose-
laurel, at the corner and in the middle of their
fields, or set up a number of potsherds, upon which
had been drawn with chalk the figure of Heracles

t Geop. ii. 15. 3 Among the husbandmen of
2 Geop. ii. 18. “ The bunting, Asia Minor people are employ-
“ the yellow-hammer, and a spe- ed to drive away the birds as the
“ cies of Emberiza, nearly related corn ripens. Chandler, i. 100.
“to it, frequent the low bushes
“in the neighbourhood of corn- 4 Geop. ii. 24. Cf. Xen. CEco-
“fields.” Sibth. in Walp. Mem. nom. xv. 1. 18, seq.
i 77,
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ricks, that it was neither too dry nor too damp,
gince in the former case it was little better than
straw, and in the latter was liable to spontaneous
combustion.' It may be observed further, that
clover* was usually sown in March or April, and
though commonly mown six, or at least five, times
in the twelve months, did not require to be re-
newed in less than ten years.®

Harvest usually commenced in Greece about the
rising of the Pleiades,* when the corn had already
acquired a deep gold colour, though not yet so ripe
as to fall from the ear, which in barley happens
earlier than in wheat, the grain baving no hose.®
Among the Romans operations: were preceded by
the sacrifice® of a young sow to Ceres, with liba-
tions of wine, the burning of frankincense, and the
offering of a cake to Jove, Juno, and Janus. They,
at the same time, addressed their prayers to the
last-mentioned gods, nearly in the following words :—
“O father Janus or Jupiter, in making an obla-
“tion of this cake I offer up my prayers that thou
“ wouldst be propitious to me and my children, my
“house, and my family!”7

At Athens, as soon as the season for reaping® had

1 Colum. ii. 19.

2 Kai rjy Lordvyy &, miv
pd\wra rpépovear Tove ixmove
ané rov wheovdlev évraida
idiw¢ Mndwi}y xalovuer. Strab.
xi. 18. t. ii. p. 458.

3 Pallad. v. 1.
toph. Eq. 604.

4 Geop. ii. 25. Hesiod. Opp.
et Dies, 388. xiv. cal. June.
Cf. Plin. Hist. Nat. xviii. 69.

5 Pallad. vii. 2.

6 The custom with which the
modern Greeks hail the approach
of summer is picturesque and
beautiful : < On the first of May
« at Athens, there is not a door
« that is not crowned with a gar-
“land, and the youths of both

Schol. Aris-

“gexes, with the elasticity of
“gpirits 8o characteristic of a
“Greek, forget or brave their
“Turkish masters, while with
“guitars in their hands, and
“ crowns upon their heads,

¢ They lead the dance in hon-

our of the May."”

Douglas, p. 64.

7 Cato, 184.

8 The harvest began earlier in
Salamis than in the neighbour-
hood of Athens. Theoph. Hist.
Plant. viii. 2. 11. Chandler, vol.
ii. p. 230. In Egypt barley was
reaped on the sixth mouth after
sowing, and wheat on the seventh.
Theoph. Hist. Plant. viii. 2. 7.
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In many parts of Greece, though the practice was
not general, the women joined in these labours. The
reapers, as they advanced, laid the corn behind them
in long lines upon the stubble, and were followed
by two other classes of harvesters, one of whom
bound it into sheaves which the others bore back
and piled up into mows. Of the whole of these
operations, together with the plenteous feast which
interrupted or terminated their toils, Homer has
left us a graphic picture in the Iliad:®

There in a field 'mid lofty corn, the lusty reapers stand,

Plying their task right joyously, with sickle each in hand.

Some strew in lines, as on they press, the handfuls thick behind,
While at their heels the heavy sheaves their merry comrades bind.
These to the mows a troop of boys next bear in haste away,
Piling upon the goldgn glebe the triumphs of the day.

Among them wrapped in silent joy, their sceptered king appears,
Beholding, in the swelling heaps, the stores of future years.

A mighty ox beneath an oak the busy heralds slay,

With grateful sacrifice to close the labours of the day.

While near, the husbandman’s repast the rustic maids prepare,
Sprinkling with flour the broiling cates whose savour fills the air.

In these remote and unsettled times it behoved
the rustic to keep a sharp look-out on the sheaves
left behind him on the field, as there were usually
prowlers,® lurking amid the neighbouring woods and
thickets, ready to pounce upon and carry off what-
ever they saw unguarded.

The implement used in cutting wheat seems always
to have been the sickle, while in the case of barley
and other inferior grains, the scythe was commonly
employed. In some parts of ancient Gaul, where
no value was set upon the straw, corn was reaped
by a sort of cart,’ armed in front with scythes,
having the edges inclined upwards, which, as it was
driven along by an ox, harnessed behind, cut off
the ears of corn, which were received into the tum-

1 0. 550, seq. Hesiod. Opp. et Dies, 605. Cf.
2 ‘Huepdrowrol dvdpeg, an ele-  the note of Geettlingon verse 375.
gant euphonism for ¢ thieves.” 3 Pallad. vii. 2.
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a very humane law in the Old Testament we
learn, that among some nations it was customary
to tic up the mouths of such animals as they em-
ployed in this labour, which was forbidden the Is-
raelites: “ Thou shalt not,” says the Scripture, “ muz-
zle the ox that treadeth out the corn.” Nor was
it practised among the Greeks in the age of Homer,!
whom we find describing the oxen bellowing as
they made their unwearied round. The threshing-
floor, which was of a circular form,* stood on a
breezy eminence, in the open field, where, as at
present, in modern Greece, and in the Crimea,’® a
high pole was set up in the centre, to which the
cattle were tied by a cord determining the extent
of the circle they bad to describe.* The end being
nailed, every turn made by the cattle coiled the
rope about the pole and diminished their range, un-
til, at length, they were brought quite close to the
centre, after which, their heads were turned about,
and by moving in an opposite direction the cord
was unwound. Great pains were taken in the con-
struction of this threshing-floor, which was some-
what elevated about the centre, in order, as Varro
observes, that what rain fell might speedily run off.
It was sometimes. paved with stone, or pitched with
flints, but more commonly coated with stucco, made
level by a roller, and well soaked with the lees of
oil which at once prevented the growth of weeds

“or oxen.” Napier, Excursions,
&e., i. 156. Again, in the Troad,
“The oxen or horses being har-
“ nessed to a sort of sledge, the
« bottom part of which is arm-
« ed with sharp flints, are dri-
 ven over the corn, the person
« who guides the cattle balancing
¢ him or herself with great dex-
« terity whilst rapidly drawn
¢ round in revolving circles.” Id.
ii.171. Cf. Fowler, Three Years
in Persia, i. 173, and Chandler,
1. 320. ii. 234.

1 Iliad, v. 495, seq.
Opp. et Dies, 599.

2 Suid. v. dAwd t.i. p. 186. ¢.
Philoch. Frag. Siebel. p. 86. E-
tym. Mag. 73. 56, seq. Colum.
il. 20. Geop. ii. 26. Senec.
Queest. Nat. 1. 2,

3 Earl of Aberdeen in Walp.
Mem. i. 150. Pallas, Trav. in
South. Russia. vol. iv. p. 148,
seq.

4 Schneid. ad Xenoph. (Xcon.

Xviii. 8.

Hesiod.
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-appear to have been sunk all round the threshing-
floor, which, for the passage of the men and cattle,
would appear to have been covered, save in the
direction of the wind.! When the corn was designed
for immediate use, one winnowing was deemed suf-
ficient ; but that which was intended to be laid up
in the granary® underwent the operation a second
time.

On the building and preparation of granaries® the
ancients bestowed great pains. Every means which
could communicate to grain firmness and durability
appears to have been tried by them; and their suc-
cess was answerable to their diligence, for, in their
granaries, wheat was preserved in perfection fifty,
and millet a hundred years.* Their methods, how-
ever, were various; some laid up their grain in hol-
low rocks and caves, as in Thrace and Cappadocia ;
others sank deep pits in the earth® where they found
it to be perfectly free from humidity, as in Farther
Spain, while others, as in Hither Spain, Apulia, and
Greece,® erected their granaries on lofty basements
fronting the East, and with openings towards the
north and west winds.” There was usually a range of
numerous diminutive windows near the roof, to supply

THE VARIOUS PROCESSES

1 L e. 562.

¢ See on the vessels in which
the produce of the harvest was
received, Pollux. x. 129.

3 Cf. Pallad. 1. 19. Colum.
i. 6. A granary, commonly otro-
¢vhaxeiov, was, by Menander, in
his Eunuch, denominated ocro-
€é\wov ; among the Siciliotes and
Greek colonists of Italy poyog;
a8 in the Busiris of Epicharmos,
Poll. ix. 45.

¢ Varro. i. 57.

5 The same practice is still
found in several of the Grecian
islands. ¢ Ils font dans les champs
* un trou proportionné a la quan-
¢« tité de bled qu'ils y veulent
“ gerrer; il est ordinairement de

“cinq pieds de diamétre, sur
‘“ deux ou trois de profondeur.
“On en tapisse l'intérieur
“ d’environ un demi-pied de paille
¢ brisée sous les pieds des boeufs ;
“on y serre ensuite le grain, de
“ maniére qu'il s'éléve par des-
“sus la terre, 3 une hauteur
“ a-peu-prés égale A la profondeur
% du trou; on le couvre avee
“ un demi-pied de paille, sur la-
‘ quelle on met trois ou quatre
“ pouces de terre.” Della Rocea,
Traité Complet sur les Abeilles,
t.i. p. 198, seq.

6 Geop. ii. 27.

7 Cf. Lord Bacon. Hist. Life
and Death, p. 5.
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smeared all over with oil-lees. Various other pre-
cautions were, likewise, taken to protect the sacred
gifts of Demeter from depredation, such as drawing
on the floor broad lines of chalk,' or strewing hand-
fuls of wild origany round the heaps, or sprinkling
them with the ashes of oaken twigs or dry cow’s
dung, or sprigs of wormwood and southernwood, or,
in greater quantity, the leaves of the everlasting.
Instead of these, in some cases, they made use of
powdered clay ¢ or dry pomegranate leaves, rubbed
small, and passed through a sieve, a cheenix of which
was sprinkled over a bushel of corn. The favourite
plan, however, seems to have been, to spread a layer
of half-withered fleabane over the floor, on which
were poured about ten bushels of wheat, then a layer
of fleabane, and so on, until the granary was full.®

1 Geop. ii. 29.

2 This substance was brought
from Olynthos and Cerinthos, in
Eubea. It is said to have improved
the appearance of the wheat,
though it deteriorated its quality
as an article of food. Theoph.
viii. 10. 7.

3 The granaries of the island
of Syra, with the contrivance by
which corn is there preserved at
the present day, are thus described
by Della Rocca : — “ Les granges,
« appelées en Grec Ocpovia, ont
 communément une vingtaine
« de pieds de long, sur huit 3 dix
¢« de hauteur et de largeur. On
“les remplit jusqu'd la moitié
< de leur hauteur, de paille bien
¢« foulée: on pratique un espace
“ de trois ou quatre pieds, que
“l'on remplit de grain. A cété
“ on en forme un autre, que 'on
¢« remplit de méme, et ainsi de
¢« guite, selon 1’étendue de la
« grange, et la quantité de grain
“que l'on a; cela fait, par des
“ ouvertures pratiquées dans la
¢ couverture, on recouvre de paille

“ tout le bled, jusqu'd ce que la
« grange soit exactement remplie.
“ Quand on veut en faire usage,
‘“ on commence par le tas le plus
“ voisin de la porte; on enléve
‘“ d'abord la paille avec beau-
“coup de précaution: plus on
“ approche, plus cette précaution
““ gugmente ; enfin, pour Gter les
‘¢ derniers brins de paille, on se
“gert d'un balai de milleper-
“tuis ou d'autres plantes que
“Ton fait sécher; et si mal

“ tous ces soins, la surface du
“ monceau de grain n'est pas bien
‘ nette, on achéve d’en enlever
““toutes les menues pailles en
“la vannant avec un chapeau
“ car les paysans de nos iles por-
¢ tent comme ici,dans les cham

¢ des chapeaux ronds de feutre;
“ils en portent aussi de paille,
“que T'on travaille avec beau-
« couZ de délicatesse 3 Sifanto.”
Traité Complet sur les Abeilles.
t.i.p. 199, 8eq. Among the tribes
of Northern Africa a more com-
plete system of preserving grain
prevails. “ The Arabs, in lieu
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during several days. No bloody sacrifices were on this
occasion offered up; but, in lieu of them, oblations
of cakes and fruit with other rustic offerings, designed
at once to express their gratitude for past blessings,
and to render the gods propitious to them in future.
The first loaf made from the new corn was probably
eaten or offered up on this day, since it received
the name of Thargelos, or Thalusios, from Thalusia,
the denomination of the festival.'

Before we quit the farm, it may be observed,
that the ancients kept a number of slaves, consti-
tuting a kind of rural police, whose occupation
wholly consisted in guarding the boundaries of estates.*
These, among the Romans, were denominated rangers,
or foresters. There were others to whom the care
of the fruit was entrusted ; and both these classes of
persons were probably elderly men, remarkable for
their diligence and fidelity, who were rewarded, by
appointment to this more easy duty, for their honest
discharge in youth of such as were more painful and
laborious. Boys were sometimes set to keep watch
over vineyards,’ as we may see in the first Eidyll of
Theocritus, where he gives us a lively sketch of such
a guardian plotted against by two foxes.

1 Vid. Theoc. Eidyll. vii. 8.
Etym. Mag. 444. 13. Athen.
xiil. 65. i1. 80. Meurs. Greec.
Fer. p. 15. p. 142. Dem. adv.
Neer. § 27, with the authorities
collected by Taylor.

2 Such of these as had charge
of the timber may be denominated
wood-reeves, a term which an-
swers very well the Latin Saltu-
arius. The slave-guards of forests,
in Crete, were called Ergatones.

Hesych. ap. Meurs. Cret. p.
190.

3 Casaub. ad Theoph. Char. p.
228,8eq. Theocrit. Eidyll. xxv, 27.
Cf. Feith. Antiq. Hom. iv. i. 276,
8qq. Vineyardsin Athens still re-
quire guards. Speaking of his ap-
proach to Athens from the Peirse-
eus, Chandler observes: — << I g
*¢ tree was a kind of couch, shelter-
“ ed with boughs, belonging to a
“ man employed to watch there
¢ during the vintage.” ii. 27,
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And indeed all the world over, repose, both of
mind and body, is sweet. But not entire repose.
Accordingly the Grecian shepherd, whose flocks fed
tranquilly, whose condition, assured, and pinched by
no necessities, left him at liberty to consult his own
tastes in his recreations, took refuge from idleness
in music and song.! At first, and perhaps always,
their lays were rude; but nature, their only teacher,
infused into them originality and passion, such as
we find in the only poet of antiquity, save Homer,
in whose verses the fragrance of the woods still
breathes. =~ Whether like Paris and Anchises they
kept their own flocks or undertook the care for
others, they were still on the mountains perfectly
free. Their education was peculiar. Abroad much
after dark,® in a climate where the summer nights
are soft and balmy beyond expression, and where
the stars seem lovingly to crowd closer about the
earth, they necessarily grew romantic and supersti-
tious.® [Events occurring early in their own lives or
handed down to them by tradition, long meditated
on, were in the end invested with supernatural at-
tributes. Under similar circumstances their national
religion had probably been first formed. They in
the same way, in every canton, created a local re-

1 Travellers find among the
modern shepherds of the East
much the same tastes and habits.
“ The hills,” observed Dr. Chand-
ler, speaking of Lydia, * were
‘ enlivened by flocks of sheep and
‘¢ goats, and resounded with the
““ rude music of the lyre and of
“ the pipe; the former a stringed
“ instrument resembling & guitar,
“and held much in the same
“ manner, but usually played on
“ with a bow.” Chandler, i. p.
85. Cf. Theocrit. Eidyll. i. 7.
viii. 9.

2 The same habits still prevail :
“ We could discern fires on Lesbos

as before on several islands and
capes, made chiefly by fishermen
and shepherds, who live much
abroad in the air, to burn the
strong stalks of the Turkey wheat
and the dry herbage on the moun-
tains.” Chandler, i. 11. Cf. p.
320.

3 Among other things we find
them putting the strongest faith
in dreams—at least we may sup-
pose the fishermen in Theocritus,
who lay so much stress on the
visions of the night, to hold a
creed pretty nearly akin to that
of shepherds. Eidyll. 21. v. 29.

899-
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voice of sudden torrents rushing from the mountains,'
the roar of lions springing on their folds, or the sweet
moonlight silvering both mountain and valley. It
is with the shepherd’s life that Homer -connects
that noble description of the night which Chap-
man has thus translated :

As when about the silver moon, when air is free from wind,?

And stars shine clear,’ to whose sweet beams high prospects and
the brows

Of all steep hills and pinnacles thrust up themselves for shows,
And even the lonely valleys joy to glitter in their sight,
When the unmeasured firmament bursts to disclose her light,

And all the signs in heaven are seen, that glad the shepherd’s
heart.

The glimpses of pastoral life, albeit too few, are
still frequent in Homer, who loves, whenever pos-
sible, to illustrate his subject by bringing before our
minds the image of a shepherd. Thus Hector, lift-

ing a large rock, is compared to a shepherd bearing
a ram’s fleece.*

As when the fleece, though large yet light, the careful shepherd

rears,
With both hands plunged within its folds, so he the rock uptears.

1liad. 3 452, seq. e 187.
8, 555.

2 The following picture by
Milton almost seems to be de-
signed to form a contrast to the
above :

As when from mountain-tops the
dusky clouds

Ascending, while the north wind
sleeps, o’erspread

Heaven's cheerful face, the low-
ring element

Scowls o'er the darken’d landscape
snow or shower ;

If chance the radiant sun, with
farewell sweet,

Extend his evening beam, the
fields revive,

The birds their notes renew, and
bleating herds
Attest their joy, that hill and
valley rings.
Parad. Lost, ii. 488, 8qq.

Iliad 6. 559, sqq. Here
herd, observes the Scholiast, is
used for terdsman. Mowu#y elxey
dvrl rov Bovkdrog dia yuxroc
ai Bdec véporray, in loc. i. 238.

3 On this passage "Apiorapyoc
™y Kara ¢vowy Napmpay Aeye
xdy uy *\fbovea § & ydp wAn-
pooéknyoc fiv, ixéxpurro &y pGA-
Aov rad dorpa. Schol. Bekker.
t.i. 288. Cf. Eustath. in Iliad.
6. t. i p. 62l.

¢ Tliad. p. 451, seq.
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men and a boy, with four or five dogs, are some-
times entrusted with a flock of five hundred, of
which two-thirds are ewes.! The proportion of rams
to ewes is at present as four to a hundred.

From very remote ages shepherds had learned
to avail themselves of the aid of dogs® which in
farms were usually furnished with wooden collars.?®
The breed generally employed in this service, in
later ages at least, was the Molossian,* which, though
exceedingly powerful and fierce towards strangers,
was by its masters found sufficiently gentle and
tractable. The shepherd’s pipe,’ frequently made
of the donax, or common river-reed,® likewise used
in thatching cottages, formed a no less necessary
accompaniment. Another of their instruments of
music was the flute crooked at the top, finely po-
lished and rubbed with bees’ wax.

As the Arcadians, descendants of the Pelasgians,
derived one of their principal delights from music,®
it is reasonable to infer that the ancestral nation,
preéminently pastoral, was likewise addicted to this
science. The feeding of herds and flocks consti-
tuted the principal occupation of the Proselenoi,?
who were little devoted to agriculture, as may be
inferred from their acorn-eating habits; for no na-
tion ever continued to feed on mast after they

! Leake, Travels in the Morea, “ ruptior ? quis excubitor inveniri

vol. i. p. 17.

¢ Plat. de Rep. iv. t. vi. p.
204, Columella describes with
poetical enthusiasm the charac-
ter and qualities of the shep-
herd’s dog, which he refuses to
class among dumb animals, its
bark being, according to him, full
of meaning : « ¢ Canis falso dicitur
““mutus custos nam quis homi-
“ num clarius, aut tanta vocifera-
“tione bestiam vel furem pree-
“ dicat quam iste latratu? quis
“ famulus amantior domini ? quis
“ fidelior comes? quiscustos incor-

‘ potest vigilantior ? quis denique
“ ultor aut vindex constantior ?
¢ Quare vel in primis hoc animal
* mercari tuerique debet agricola,
“ quod et villam et fructus fami-
“ liamque, at pecora custodit.”
De Re Rustic, 7. 12.

3 Sch. Aristoph. Vesp. 897.

4 Aristot. Hist. Animal. ix. 1,

3 Luc. Bis Accus. § 11.

6 Plat. Rep. iii. § 10. Stalb.

7 Theocrit. i. 129. Plat. de
Rep. t. vi. p. 132. Mosch. Eidyll.
iii. 54. 8 Athen. xiv. 22.

9 Etym. Mag. 690. 11.
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 Much loved Bacchos where dost thou
Lonely dwell afar,
Shaking thy gold locks at eve
Like a blazing star ?
While I thy minister am fain
To serve this one-eyed Cyclop swain,
A slave borne down by fortune’s stroke
In a wretched goatskin cloak.”

And thus simple was ever their appearance in
the East. But, as I have hinted above, their very
great leisure,' the accidents of their occupation, and
the grand and regular march of natural phenomena
in those countries, often ripened their intellects be-
yond what the condition of a modern_ heath-trotter
renders credible. Thus, in the mountains of Chal-
deea, astronomy and all -its parasitical sciences took
birth among the shepherd race. From temperament
and circumstances, the inhabitants of thinly-peopled
tracts, if unvexed by wars, are profoundly medita-
tive. What they behold in serene indistraction
gradually rouses their thoughts, and presenting itself
again and again, attended always, as the phenomena
of the heavens are, by the same accidents, compels

them to study.?

1 Lord Bacon considers the
pastoral state preferable in some
respects to the agricultural: —
“The two simplest and most
“ primitive_trades of life; that
“ of the shepherd (who by reason
* of his leisure, rests in a place,
“and living in view of heaven,
“is a lively image of a contem-
“plative life) and that of the
 husbandman ; where we see the
“favour of God went to the
‘ shepherd and not to the tiller
¢ of the ground.” — Advancement
of Learning, p. 64. Shepherds
made libations of milk to the
Muses. Theocrit. i. 148, seq.

2 Fven yet we find the shep-
herds of Greece retain some
smack of classical learning:

« After dinner I walked out
“ with a shepherd’s boy to her-
‘ barise; my pastoral botanist
“ surprised me not a little with
¢ his nomenclature ; I traced the
¢ names of Dioscorides, and Theo-
¢ phrastus, corrupted, indeed, in
“gome degree by pronunciation,
*“ and by the long sertes anrorum,
“ which had elapsed since the
“time of these philosophers, but
“many of them were unmutila-
“ted, and their virtues faithfully
¢ handed down in the oral tradi-
¢ tions of the country. My shep-
“herd boy returned to his fold
“mnot less satisfied with some
«paras that I had given him,
“than I was in finding in such
““a rustic a repository of ancient
* science.”—Sibth. in Walp. i.
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Indeed, the very curious adventures of a sophist,’
in the mountains of Eubcea, preserved among the
literary wrecks of antiquity, open up to our view
a picture of pastoral life which, in spite of much
rudeness and indigence, exhibits the Greek charac-
ter in its original roughness and simplicity, full of
kindness, full of gentleness, full of hospitable pro-
pensities, which would do honour to the noblest
Arab Sheikh. And the material scene itself, in
every feature Grecian, harmonises exactly with the
moral landscape.

The eastern shores of the island of Negropont,
beetled over by Mount Caphareus,’ and indented by
no creeks or harbours, were in antiquity infamous
for shipwrecks, notwithstanding that they formed
the principal station of the purple fishers.® Cast
away on this coast, the sophist Dion, for his elo-
quence surnamed of the golden-mouth, fell in with
a pastoral hunter who, entertaining him generously,
furnished at the same time a complete idea of the
rude herdsman, who preserved in the vicinity of the
highest civilisation known to the old world the sim-
plicity of the Homeric Abantes.* Nay, this wild
sportsman, pursuing with his huge dogs a stag along

PASTORAL LIFE.

1 Dion Chrysostom. Orat. vii.
t. i. p. 219, sqq. Phot. 166. a. 24.

2 On this mountain and the
mythological legends attached to
it, see Virg, Zn. xi. 260, with
the note of Servius. Ovid. Me-
tamorph. xiv. 472. Cf. Propert.
v. 115, 8qq. Jacobs. Plin. iv.21.
An ancient scholiast, quoted by
Morell, thus relates the revenge
of Nauplios : NavmwAwg rov viéoc
&) rov Halaphdove rov @dvov
dpvydpevos rovg "EANfjrac rov
dvépov abroic€vordyroc” émel rov-
rov dia Sakdrrng eyéAwy. adrog
ovroc rov Kagnpéa raralaBay
elra vukrée wvposbwy dmwo rav
éxeige werpwday wdywy, fwdra

wpooxely, we O T ebxpooddy
dnz] roic dworduotc xpyuyoic eic
Bdbog éppilwpévos xal yopdet
Sielhnupuévore.  xal odrwe dxpé-
orrwc drwhdévro.  Schediasm.
&e., in Dion. t. ii. p. 580, seq.
Cf. Strab. viii. 6. t. ii. p. 195.
Apollodor. ii. i. 5. Orph. Argo-
naut. 204, sqq.

3 On the purple fisheries of
Eubeea, cf. Feder. Morell. Sche-
diasm. &c., in Dion. ii. 576.
Reiske. and Aristot. Hist. Ani-
mal. v. 15.

4 A life equally simple is led
by the Albanian shephel:'ds ::f the
present day. “ They live on the
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dition constrained to tend the herds of another,
a man of great property, owning vast droves of
cattle, numerous horses and sheep, several beauti-
ful estates, with many other possessions, and all
these mountains as far as you can see. This opu-
lence, however, became his ruin. For the emperor,
casting a covetous eye upon his domains, put him
to death, that he might have a pretext for seizing
on them. Our few beasts went along with our
master’s, and the wages due to us there was no
one to pay.

“ Here, therefore, of necessity we remained’ where
two or three huts were left us, with a slight wooden
shed in which the calves had been housed in the sum-
mer nights.! For, during winter, we had been used to
descend for pasture to the plains where, in the pro-
per season, stores of hay were also laid up; but
with the re-appearance of summer we returned again
to the mountains. The spot which had formed our
principal station now became our fixed dwelling.
Branching off on either hand is a deep and shady
valley, having in the middle a rivulet so shallow as
to be easily traversed, both by cattle and their young.
This stream, flowing from a spring hard by, is pure
and perennial and cooled by the summer wind blow-
ing perpetually up the ravine. The encircling forests
of oak stretch forth their boughs far above, over a

PASTORAL LIFE.

1 Had Bernardin de St. Pierre
read this when he wrote his In-
dian Cottage ?

2 An equal degree of content-
ment to that which in this recital
we find exhibited by the Eubcean
herdsmen, is still in our own
times displayed by the rough pea-
sants of the Lipari islands, in the
midst of far greater privations :—
« It isincredible at the same time
“ how contented these islanders
¢ are amid all their poverty. U-
“ lysses perhaps cherished not a
¢ greater love for his Ithaca than

¢ they bear to their Eolian rocks
¢ which, wretched as they may
¢ appear, they would not ex-
“ change for the Fortunate islands.
“ Frequently have I entered their
““ huts which seem like the nests
¢ of birds hung to the cliffs. They
¢ are framed of pieces of lava ill-

¢ joined together, equally desti-

“ tute of ornament within and
“ without, and scarcely admitting
“ a feeble uncertain light, like
“some gloomy cavern.”  Spal-
lanzani, Travels in the Two Si-
cilies, iv. 147.
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they strengthened and beautified their dwellings,
saw their children intermarry and grow up to suc-
ceed them, without even once approaching any city
or even village.

The style of hospitality prevalent among such men
in antiquity differs very little from that which one
would now find in the hut of a good-natured Al-
banian.! Their industry rendered them independent,
and their independence rendered them generous. By
degrees their rustic cottages were surrounded by a
garden and fruit-trees, their court was walled in,
and luxuriant vines hung their foliage and purple
fruit over windows and porch. On the arrival of a
stranger, the wife takes her station at table beside
her husband. Their marriageable daughter, in the
bloom and beauty of youth, aids her brothers in
waiting at table, where host and guest recline on

1Or even in the shed of a
Turkish shepherd in Asia Minor.
Dr. Chandler has a passage illus-
trative of the hospitality of pasto-
ral tribes, which is at once so
picturesque and concise that I am
tempted to transcribe it : ¢ About
“ two in the morning our whole
 attention was fixed by the
“ barking of dogs, which, as we
‘e advanced, became exceedingly
“ furious. Deceived by the light
¢ of the moon we now fancied we
“ could see a village, and were
¢ much mortified to find only a
“ station of poor goatherds with-
“ out even a shed, and nothing
 for our horses to eat. They
“ were lying wrapped in their
« thick capotes or loose-coats by
¢ some glimmering embers, among
¢ the bushes in a dale under a
« gpreading tree by the fold.
« They received us hospitably,
“ heaping on fresh fuel and pro-
“ ducing caimac or sour curds
“and coarse bread which they

“ toasted for us on the coals.
‘ We made a scanty meal, sitting
“on the ground lighted by the
“fire and by the moon, after
“ which sleep suddenly overpow-
“ ered me. On waking I found
“my companions by my side,
“ gharing in the comfortable cover
“ of the Janizary’s cloak which
“ he had carefully spread over us.
“ I was now much struck with
“ the wild appearance of the spot.
¢ The tree was hung with rustic
“ utensils, the she-goats in a pen
‘“ sneezed and bleated and rustled
“ toand fro ; the shrubs, by which
¢ our horses stood, were leafless,
“and the earth bare; a black
¢ cauldron with milk was sim-
‘“ mering over the fire, and a
“ figure more than gaunt or sa-
“ vage close by us was struggli

“ on the ground with a kid whose
“ears he had slit, and was en-
“ deavouring to cauterise with a
¢ piece of red-hot iron.” Chan-
dler, vol. i. 180, seq.
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“ And did you take this hare, my friend ? ”

«J did,” replied he with a smile, “having set a
“gin for him bv night;' the weather being sur-
“ passing beautiful, and the moon larger than it
“ever was before.”

Upon this both the old men laughed, and the
lover abashed held his peace.

~“But,” observed the father of the maiden, «it
“is no fault of mine that the solemnity is deferred;
“we only wait at your father’s desire, till a victim
“can be purchased ; for a sacrifice must be offered
“to the gods.”

*“With respect to the victim,” interposed the
maiden’s younger brother, “he has long provided
“one, and a noble one too, which is now feeding
“ behind the cottage.”

“ And is it truly so ?” demanded the old man.

“ 1t is,” replied the lad.

“ And where,” addressing the youth, “did you
« procure it ? ” inquired they.

“ When we took the wild sow,® which was fol-
lowed by her litter,” answered he, “and the greater
“ number, swifter than hares, made their escape; I
“hit one with a stone, and my companions coming
“up threw a skin over him. This I secured, and
“exchanged in the village for a young domestic
“pig which has been fatted in a sty behind the
“ house.”

“J now understand,” exclaimed the father,  the
“cause of your mother’s mirth when I would won-
“der what that grunting could be, and how the
“ barley was disappearing so fast.”

“ Nevertheless,” observed the young man, “to be
“ properly fatted our Eubcean swine require acorns.

1 Cf. Philost. Icon. ii. 26, p. occasionally make their appear-
851. ance in the latter country. 176.

2 The wild hog is still one of 3 To this best and most eco-
the most common animals in the nomical food for hogs, Homer
forests of Greece and Asia Minor. makes allusion where he intro-
Chandler, i. 77. Even wild bulls  duces the goddess Circe attending
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“ As to her,” said the youth, “ she is bursting with
«“ fat.”

Upon this the sophist, willing to aid the lover,
interposed, and remarked, —

“ But you must take care lest while the pig is
« fattening he himself grow thin.”

“ The stranger’s remark is just,” said his mother;
“ for already he is more meagre than he used to be;
“and I have of late observed him to be wakeful at
“ night, and to go forth from the cottage.”

“ Oh! that,” said he, “ was when the dogs barked,
“ and I stepped out to see what was the matter.”

“ Not you!” said his mother, — “ but went moping
“ about. Let us, therefore,” continued she, “ put him
“ to no further trial.”

And throwing her arms about her sister, the maid-
en’s mother, she kissed her; whereupon the latter,
addressing her husband, said, —

“ Let us grant them their desire.”

To which he agreed; and it was resolved, that the
marriage should be solemnized in three days, the
stranger being invited to remain and witness it, which
he did.

The above picture of an obscure herdsman’s life
in its naked simplicity, void of all embellishment,
will probably be thought more trustworthy than the
elaborate descriptions of the poets, notwithstanding
that, even in these, it is easy to separate the real
from the fictitious.

In the estimation of the Greeks the herdsman !
commonly ranked before the shepherd, and the latter
before the goatherd, — for the dream of rank pursues
mankind even amid the quiet of the fields, — and
their manners are supposed to have corresponded.

1 Robust persons, with loud obtained among the Greeks the
voices, were ordinarily chosen for name of woipévec; while the
herdsmen, while goatherds were keepers of other flocks and herds
selected for their lightness and were termed aiwdhow. Schol
agility. Geop. ii. 1. Shepherds Theoc. i. 6.
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wattled fences,' strong and high, both to prevent
them from leaping over, and to exclude the wild
beasts which, in remoter ages, abounded in the moun-
tains. They were carefully roofed over, and every
other precaution was taken to render them perfectly
dry, the floor being usually pitched with stones, and
slightly inclined. Their bedding® consisted of cala-
minth and asphodel and pennyroyal and polion (a
sort of herb whose leaves appear white in the morn-
ing, of a purple colour at noon, and blue when the
sun sets’) and fleabane and southernwood and ori-
gany,* all which repel vermin. The more completely
to effect the same purpose, they were, likewise, in
the habit of fumigating the cotes from time to time,
by burning in them several locks of some shepherdess’s
hair,* together with gum ammoniac, hartshorn, the
hoofs or hair of goats, bitumen, cassia, fleabane, or
calaminth, for the smell of which serpents were
thought to have a peculiar aversion.® Their ordinary
food, while in the folds, consisted of green clover and
cytisus, fenugreek, oaten and barley straw, and vege-
table stalks,’ which were supposed to be improved
if sprinkled on the threshing-floor with brine, figs
blown down by the wind, and dry leaves.

cytisus, the fig-tree, and the olive,
mingled occasiona.ll‘y with the
straw and halm o

1 Bound together, probably, by
wild succory or cneoron, as in mo-

dern times by the withe-wind.
Theoph. Hist. Plant. vii. 11. 8.
vi. 2. 2.

2 Geop. xviii. 2.

3 Plin. xxi. 7.

4 Dioscor. iii. 32.

5 Greop. xviii. 2.

6 Aristoph. Eccles. 644. Geop.
xviii. 2.4.

7 Geop. xviii. 2. Apropos of
Cytisus, it is observed by Ats-
chylides, in ZElian. de Nat. Ani-
mal, xvi. 82, that the rustics of
Cios, on account of the aridity
of the island, possessed few flocks.
Those they had, however, were
fed entirely on the leaves of the

vegetables.
The lambs reared on this island
were of singular beauty, and sold
at a higher price than those of
most other parts. In Lydia and
Macedonia sheep were sometimes
fattened upon fish, which must
have given the mutton of those
countries a somewhat unsavo

odour. /Elian. De Nat. Animal.
xv. 5. Another favourite food
of sheep was the leaves of the
white nympheea, the tender shoots
of which were eaten by swine,
while men themselves fed upon
the fruit. Theoph. Hist. Plant.
iv. 10. 7. Children, too, it is
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said, “ It is better to be a M ’8 ram
than his son.” Alian' alludes to this saying for
the purpose of noticing the ignorance and want of
education prevalent among the M We
find likewise in Plutarch® another version of the
anecdote taxing these Dorians with avarice and
meanness. Augustus imitated the saying of Dioge-
nes and applied it to Herod, hearing of whose
cruelty to his family, he said, “ It were better to be
Herod’s hog than his son.”> Bat if the Megareans
lived poorly they built grandly: so that of them it
was said, that they ate as if they were to die to-
morrow, and built as if they were to live for ever.*

Sheep, as most persons familiar with the country
will probably have observed, are wont in hot sum-
mer days to retire during the prevalence of the sun’s
greatest heat beneath the shade of spreading trees®
at which time a green sweep of uplands dotted
with antique oaks or beeches’ each with its stem
encircled by some portion of the flock reposing upon
their own fleeces, presents a picture of singular beau-
ty and tranquillity. The picturesque features of the
.scene were in old times enhanced by the addition
of several accompaniments now nowhere to be found,
consisting of statues, altars, or chapels, erected in
honour of the rural gods or nymphs’” Fountains,
moreover, of limpid water® in many places gushed
forth from beneath the trees, where there were usu-

1 Var. Hist. xii. 56.

2 De Cupiditate. § 7.

3 Macrob. Sat, ii. 4.

4 Tertull. in Apolog. ap. Me-
nag. ad Laert. vi. 41. t. ii. p. 141.
b. c.

3 Geop. xviii. 2.

6 Nor in Asia Minor is the
shade of trees always deemed
sufficient. “ We came,” says Dr.
Chandler, “to a shed formed
“¢ withboughs round a tree, to shel-
¢ ter the flocks and herds from the
¢ sun at noon.” Travels, i. 25.

7 Schol. Theoe. i. 21. Cf Plat.
Pheedr. t. i. p. 9.

81 cannot resist the tempta-
tion to introduce in this place
the picture in miniature of a
Greek landscape from the pictu-
resque and beautiful journal of
Dr. Sibthorpe: “ We dined un-
der a rock, from whose side de-
scended a purling spring among
violets, primroses, and the s
hyacinth, mixed with black Si-
lyrium and different coloured or-
ches. The flowering ash hung
from the sides of the mountain,
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bers of their flocks by separate names: “The sheep
“hear his voice, and he calleth his own sheep by
“name and leadeth them out. And when he put-
“teth forth his own sheep he goeth before them,
“and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice.”
We likewise find traces of the same custom in
Sicily, Crete, and various other parts of Greece,
where goats, and heifers, and sheep, enjoyed the
privilege of a name, as Cyncetha, Amalthea, and
others. In later times it was judged preferable,
that the flock should follow their shepherds by the
eye, for which reason they were accustomed to stuff
their ears with wool.' To prevent rams from but-
ting, they used to bore a hole*® through their horns
near the roots. Sheep were generally shorn * during
the month of May, and after the wool had been
clipped, they were commonly anointed with wine,
oil, and the juice of bitter lupins.* In remoter ages
the practice prevailed of plucking off the wool in-
stead of shearing it; and this barbarous method, at
once so painful to the sheep and so laborious to
the shepherd, had not been entirely abandoned in
the age of Pliny.® It was a rule among the
pastoral tribes, that the number of their flocks
should be uneven® The shepherds of Greece be-
stowed the name of Sekitai,’ (from omxo; an enclo-
sure) upon lambs taken early from the ewes, and

1 Geop. xviii. 4.

2 Ferocia ejus cohibetur cornu
juxta aurem terebrato. Plin. Nat.
Hist. viii. 72. Cf. Geopon. viii.
5. To the same purpose writes
also Columella :—Epicharmus Sy-
racusanus qui pecudum medici-
nas diligentissime conscnpsnt af-
firmat pugnacem arietem mitigari
terebra secundum auriculas fora-
tis cornibus qua curvantur in
flexu. Columell. vii. 3.

s It is observed by the ancients
that long lank wool indicated

strength in the sheep, curly wool
the contrary. Geop. xviii. 1, seq.

4 Geop. xviii. 8.

5 Duerat quibusdam in locis
vellendi mos. Plin. Nat. Hist.
vii. 73. Veliee unde essent plures
accepi caussas inquies quod ibi
pastores palatim ex ovibus ante
tonsuram inventam vellere lanam
gint soliti, ex quo vellera dicuntur.
Varr. de Ling. Lat.iv. Cf. De
Re Rust. ii. 11. Isidor. xix. 27.

6 Geop. xviii. 2.

7 Schol. Theoc. i. 9.
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